Quick and Easy Tips

B y B o b M i d d l e t o n , L u mb e r L i q u i d a t o r s

Floating Floor Install ation
Need to install a floating floor in reverse order? In most
applications, floating wood and laminate floors are assembled
(tongue to groove). However, there are times when floating floors
need to be installed in reverse order or back-laid (groove to tongue),
such as when continuing the rooms through halls and doorways, or
when running floor boards in opposite directions after starting an
installation in the center of a large room.
Sometimes when assembling floating floors in reverse order the
locking joints tend to “pinch” or “snag” underlayments or sheet
plastic placed under the floating floor used as a moisture barrier.
Here’s a quick tip for a “pinch-free” assembly: When back-laying
a floating floor in the opposite direction, just before fitting in a
new board, temporarily place a section of felt paper (6” by 48”)
under the leading edge between the floor and the underlayment.
During board assembly, simply slide the section of felt paper
along the leading edge to prevent locking joints from “pinching”
the underlayment. Repeat the process for each board until a row
is completed.
Bonus Tip: Don’t throw away that old skateboard! Skateboards
are quick, cheap, easy ways to transport materials on or to the
jobsite. Anything from heavy toolboxes to paper rolls, finish
buckets, VCT, ceramic, bags of mortar, steel floor rollers, furniture
and more can be moved quickly and stored without damaging the
floor, or your back!

After temporarily placing a section of 6” by 48” felt paper under the
leading edge between the floor and underlayment, simply slide the
paper along the leading edge during board assembly. This prevents
the locking joints from pinching the underlayment. Pull the paper
along the leading edge until a row is completed.

Ti l e Ti p

Which Notch and How Far?

With the popularity of large-format tile continuing to grow
comes the necessity of providing an adequate supply of thin-bed
or medium-bed mortar to properly support and bond the tile. The
question is, which trowel notch works best?
When searching for a trowel to spread this mortar, the availability
can be overwhelming. There are trowels with square notches, round

notches, zipper notches and on and on. But again, which one works
best and provides the best mortar coverage on the back of the tile?
When installing large-format tile, generally a larger notched trowel
is used. This makes perfect sense. Right? Larger tile means more
mortar, hence a larger notch. In most applications, this is true. But
if we are using the time-proven Trowel and Error video method
(moving the tile in a back-and-forth motion perpendicular to the
straight line mortar troweling), we may have a problem. If a large
format tile is being installed with a 1/8” grout joint, there is a limited
amount of room to move the tile in the back-and-forth motion.
With a narrower notched trowel the amount of movement
necessary is less, but with a wide notch such as a 1/2” x 1/2” x
1/2” trowel (which works well when properly used), the amount of
movement required is significantly increased. The tile must now be
moved at least 1/2” in order to fold the ridges of the troweled mortar
into the valleys. This certainly is not difficult, but many installers
say, “If I use a larger notch, I’ve got coverage.” Not necessarily so.
As you can see in the attached photo, the 1/2” notch was used; there
was plenty of mortar to provide the required (80%) coverage, but what
happened? The tile was not moved far enough, so the back of the
tile has huge straight line voids! This is a failure waiting to happen,
possibly leading to hollow-sounding tile, loss of bond and cracked tile.
In the future when using a large notched trowel, be certain to move
the tile back and forth at least the width of the notch and good coverage
should be yours. However, get into the habit of occasionally lifting a tile
to ensure you’ve got it. This quick and easy test will keep the money you
make in your pocket, rather than paying for a repair or replacement.
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